
Did you know that 2023 is the 50th
Anniversary of Belle Fourche Senior
Citizens Center? The 1970s were the
booming years of activity for the senior
center. There were numerous
newspaper articles about the members
of the senior center and their activities
throughout the community. In the 1980s
the center’s activity came to a
screeching halt and it almost dissolved.
Mid 90s and into the early years of the
2000s there, again, was new activity. In
2005 there was another shift to
inactivity and by 2018 the senior center
was again quiet with very little activity.

November 1, 2018: My first day as
Executive Director of Belle Fourche
Senior Citizens Center (now called
Belle Silver Lining). I introduced myself
to the cribbage players and, to be
honest, wasn’t received very warmly.
As I walked away from the table of card
players, one of them said, “Director?
What the *** do we need with a
Director? There isn’t anything going on
here.” I went back to my office, cried
my eyes out then wrote the card
player’s comment on a piece of paper,
put the paper in an envelope, sealed
the envelope, and put it in the top
drawer of my desk. Over the past 5
years, when I was discouraged and
wanted to quit or thought that we were
not accomplishing 

enough or doing enough fast enough, I
would take that envelope out of my desk
as a reminder of where we started.
Then I would take a look around at the
hustle and bustle in the building and
see the faces of those that have been
touched in one way or another by an
outreach of Belle Silver Lining….A safe
place to lay your burdens down, help
each other just by being there, enjoy the
company of your peers, get a meal,
have your toenails clipped, listen to
music from a visiting musician, a trusted
place to ask for help, visit with the
kiddos from a 4H group who came to
practice giving presentations… We’ve
come a long way. Just recently, I gave
the envelope that has been in my
drawer, unopened for 5 years now, to
the card player whose comment fueled
the vision for our Board of Directors,
Myself, and our Belle Silver Lining
Family. After Cowboy (my nickname to
him) opened the envelope and read the
short writing on the paper, we enjoyed a
good laughed together! Cowboy’s
comment will continue to move Belle
Silver Lining forward to increase and
improve our service to our community.

Thank you Belle Silver Lining Family
and all who have been a part of making
our Senior Center a true Silver Lining to
our Community!!!

And thank you, My Dear Cowboy, for
being my friend and encourager for
these past five years! Love, Your Chief.

From Your Director...
Laura Bennett
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www.bellesilverlining.com 

Get your drawing
tickets for a Turkey
Hunt on the website.
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Thank You Gala 2023

Black Hills Laundry & Dry Cleaning
Black Hills Pioneer

Crack Team
Gillette Fencing

Highmark Federal Credit Union
Hills Interior

Integrity Meats
Jackson Dental

Minerals Technology
Moxie Marketing

Northern Hills Federal Credit Union
Scott Peterson Sales

The Emporium 605
West Tire

Sponsors!
Please remember our

sponsors and those who  
donated auction items
when you are out an

about. Stop in and thank
them for their support! 
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A Perfect 10
Alana Strickland

Belle Fourche Country Club
Belle Fourche Rec Center

Belle Joli Winery
Black Hills Roundup

Black Hills Salt Cave & Spa
C. Snow Imagery

Capp’s Cornerstone Refinishing
Charlie Johnson

Dairy Queen
Dakota Lumber

Dave & Jeri Olson
Deadwood Mountain Grand

Eileen Miller
Elk Creek Resort

ET Sports
Hersrud’s of Belle Fourche

Janelle Austin
Janie Norlin

John & Laura Bennett
Kitzan Family Farms

Lon & Jana Dale
Marce Hobbs
Margo Julius
Mary Riley

Mick Harrison
Morgan Martin

Neiman Enterprises, Inc.
Northern Hills Quilters Guild

Patty Wagner
Perkins of Spearfish

Posy Palace
Powderville Meat Company

Randy Discount Tire
Red Onion Marketplace

Rita Bollwitt
Rod Garnett & Chris Davis

Rough Country Outfitters & Guides
Runnings

Rush Hockey in Rapid City
Scott McCart

SME Treats
Spearfish Sasquatch

Sturdevant’s
Sturdevant’s Auto Parts

The Hair Shoppe
Tim Cox

Todd & Jill Keller
Tristan’s

Valley View Taxidermy
Walmart

Zero Gravity

Donations
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ACTIVITIESNOVEMBER

Come early for
great specials for all

BINGO players!
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Full payment due by
November 28th

Call or stop by Belle Silver Lining to
make your reservation. Cash,

check credit/debit cards accepted.
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Join your friends on a fun bus trip and
see the decorated trees in Pierre. Trip
includes transportation to and from,

snacks on the bus, time at Christmas at
the Capitol, lunch, taxes and gratuities. 

Just $85 for members
$95 non-members

Depart 8:00am and  return
between 6 and 7:30pm 

The bus ride won’t seem very long
with two leg stretching stops, some
Bus Bingo and other games (with
prizes) and maybe even a bit of
singing some good ole Christmas
tunes.
We will be starting our visit to Pierre
at our State Capitol to experience the
“magic” of Christmas at the Capitol.
This year’s theme is Winter
Wonderland. There will be plenty of
time to view all of the trees, listen to
the St. Thomas More Band, Choir, &
Orchestra, take a leisurely tour of the
building and catch up on some history.
We’ll then head to Redrossa Italian
Grille for a late lunch. (don’t worry…
we’ll have snacks to hold us over)

If trip is cancelled due to weather, your payment will be refunded in a timely manner.
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Tai Chi - Sundays 1:30pm

Improved balance.
Decreased risk of high blood
pressure.
Improved physical strength.

Benefits may include:

Wear loose fitting clothing and soft shoes.
All levels of physical ability can be accommodated.

2
2
0
0

meals
a month.

Serving
over



Did you
know?
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The Senior Meal Program
provides affordable, nutritious
meals to 30-100 people each

day - 7 days a week.
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early bird special
Pay your 2024 dues before 11/30 get 2023 pricing and your choice of:

TWO caramel rolls OR a Free Fundraising Breakfast!
2023 pricing:  $20 single $35 couple 

Price goes up 12/1.
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MONEY MATTERS
Resources for Low-Income Seniors
As you get older, you may be looking for
government benefits to meet your needs.
Benefits.gov is here to help you find benefits you
may be eligible for. There are many government
programs available to help elderly people.
Medicare and Health Care Options
Medicare is a federal health insurance program for
people 65 and older. It is one the largest health
care benefits in the U.S. with over 65 million people
enrolled. You are eligible to sign up three months
before you turn 65. Medicare has four parts (A, B, C,
D) which cover hospital costs, doctors’ visits,
medical equipment, prescription drug costs, and
more.
Are you stressed about added health care costs like
deductibles? The Social Security Medicare Savings
Programs(MSP) help low-income people pay their
Medicare premiums, deductibles, copayments, and
coinsurance. Check if you are eligible by using the
U.S. Social Security Administration’s (SSA) Benefit
Eligibility Screening Tool.
Getting prescriptions filled is important for keeping
good health as you get older. Medicare Prescription
Drug Plans can help you cover the cost of your
prescription drugs. This includes most
recommended shots or vaccines.
For more information about Medicare, visit
Medicare.gov or call 1-800-MEDICARE (1- 800-633-
4227). TTY users can call 1-877-486- 2048.
Article courtesy of: https://www.benefits.gov/

What do you get if you
divide the circumference of
a pumpkin by its diameter?

Pumpkin pi.
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Having a Family Reunion, Wedding Reception, Birthday Bash,
or even just a meeting? Belle Silver Lining is available to rent
for your special occasion. You do not need to be a member to

rent our space, but we do have reduced rates for members!
Give us a call to check availability and rates. 


